5.3 Assignment Instructions
Comparing Social Policies Presentation
Introduction and Alignment
[image: https://brightspace.indwes.edu/content/enforced/27096-BHSO19HMSR-350-01A/Workshop_5/Fotolia_61398902_Subscription_Yearly_L_SMALL.jpg?_&d2lSessionVal=s9rNQXpjcuJHFTFp1DJuCwr8K&ou=27096]In this assignment, you will present a brief comparison of a policy within and outside the United States. We can learn a great deal about U.S. policies by comparing similar policies from other countries. For example, a comparison of the No Child Left Behind policy to education policies that Japan has created for their students, who tend to do better overall in most academic subjects, can be extremely informative. We gain a better understanding of strengths and weaknesses in these policies, as well as how we might be able to improve them in the future. However, we do need to be aware that comparing two different countries’ policies is not without problems; no two countries have similar history, economic situations, population similarities, and the like. Nonetheless, it is still a valuable exercise to explore and compare similar policies in the United States and other countries. 
Upon completion of this assignment, you should be able to:
· Demonstrate a commitment to social and economic justice, human and civil rights.
· Demonstrate skills in the use of technology to influence social policies.
· Understand the process of influencing policy change at the local, state, and national levels.
Resources
· Textbook: Social Policy for Effective Practice: A Strengths Approach
· Website: A Rights-Based Approach to Social Policy
· Website: Economic Policy Institute: What do international tests really show about U.S. student performance?
Background Information
You will compare and contrast two similar policies, one from the United States and one from another country. This comparison will help you gain an understanding of policy development in the United States as well as in another country. Additionally, you will learn how similar policies may lead to very different results and why.
Instructions
1. In the textbook, Social Policy for Effective Practice: A Strengths Perspective, read:
a. Chapter 12, “The Future”
2. View the following websites:
a. A Rights-Based Approach to Social Policy. 
b. Economic Policy Institute: What do international tests really show about U.S. student performance? 
3. Create a five-slide PowerPoint presentation, not including the references and title slides, that compares and contrasts two different policies, one from the United States and one from another country.
4. Use your textbook and additional reference sources for your presentation.
5. Add presenter’s notes to each slide of the presentation, containing talking points and details
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